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A new special exhibit, “The Price of
Unpreparedness: POWs in the Philippines During
World War II”, opened on September 30, 2023 at the
MacArthur Memorial in Norfolk, VA.

“By early 1942, Japan’s empire had added 110
million new subjects and captured 132,000+
prisoners of war. In the Philippines, 19,000
American and 70,000 Filipino personnel were
surrendered and taken into captivity by the
Japanese. The Price of Unpreparedness will detail
the nightmare that followed. It will also tell the
story of the civilian POWs in the Philippines.

Liberated in 1945, American survivors believed
there had to be a lesson learned from their
experience. They wanted future generations to
ask: "What is the lesson of Bataan, Corregidor and
surrender in the Philippines?" The Price of
Unpreparedness asks that question.”

For more information on this exhibit (admission is
free), visit the Museum’s website https://
www.macarthurmemorial.org/196/Current-Special-
Exhibit.



America's most distinctive civil religion -- irreverent
humor -- lifted spirits. Dave Harvey's spoofs

lightened the load by allowing people to laugh at
themselves.

"That we had grounds for despair was not to be
denied. But the glory of it all was that we lived in

hope." (Rev. Don Holter) .



Mary Beth Klee holds a Ph.D. in the History of
American Civilization from Brandeis University. She is
the daughter of Santo Tomas internee Leonore
Iserson Klee and the author of Leonore’s Suite, a
novel inspired by her mother’s experience as a teen
prisoner of war. (www.leonoressuite.com) This article
is excerpted from a talk that Dr. Klee presented at the
CPOW reunion in April 2023. The footnoted full-length
talk is available upon request to klee.mb@gmail.com.





PHILIPPINE WWII MUSEUM TOUR 2023
March/April 2023
by Angus Lorenzen





Former Internees Buried in the Elks Section of the
Manila North Cemetery

by Sally Meadows
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